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In-Depth
Psychotherapy

Eric Anders, Ph.D., Psy.D.
Experienced and Licensed Psychoanalyst

110 Lafayette Circle, Suite 200, Lafayette
www.DrEricAnders.com
925-297-5177

Work at deeper levels to create lasting change
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WATER SMART LANDSCAPING
Free Estimates

• Synthetic/Artificial Grass
• Design & Consult
• New Landscape Installation
• Re-Landscape & Remodel
• Paver Walkways & Driveways
• Hardscape

FREE DEMOLITION WITH INSTALL

A General landscaping Contractor
Locally Owned & Operated

Lic. #938445

925-819-2100
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.BAYAREAGREENSCAPES.COM

 
Get your yard ready for spring time 

-Free estimates-  

A General Engineering Contractor 
Locally Owned and Operated 

Contractor LIC #938445 

925-819-2100 
www.bayareagreenscapes.com 

A Lifetime of  Caring
Orinda resident gives of his time and talent as a way to
‘pay it forward’
By Bobbie Dodson

From left, John, Elizabeth, Tyler, Robert, and Ann Hofinga Photo Terry Riggins

As a single parent who raised
four children in Orinda, Tyler

Hofinga has a set of parental respon-
sibilities to which he subscribes that
include: love the child before you;
build responsibility and independ-
ence; foster creativity; allow risk
taking; and balance love and disci-
pline.  His children seem to exhibit
the same leadership qualities he has. 

      
His sons, John and Robert,

played lacrosse, starting at Glorietta
Elementary School and through col-
lege, where both served as captain
of the team in their senior year at
Cal. His girls, Ann and Elizabeth,
chose crew as their sport.  Ann was
captain of the Oakland Strokes and
went on to serve as captain of the
University of Pennsylvania.  As a
junior at Miramonte High School,
Elizabeth was chosen captain of the
Oakland Strokes.

      
A family friend and Orinda por-

trait photographer, Terry Riggins,
says, “Tyler is a dedicated father
with four amazing kids.  I suspect
they are equally as proud of him as
he is of them.”

      
Last year Hofinga received the

Jefferson Award for his public serv-
ice, and he has served as chairman
of the San Francisco Authors
Luncheon, scheduled for Oct. 25,
now in its 26th year, which raises
funds for the National Kidney Foun-
dation. Carrie Schwab Pomerantz,
president of the Charles Schwab
Foundation, says, “Tyler has created
a wonderful cultural event.  He puts
his whole heart into it.”

      
“We have an outstanding selec-

tion of authors,” Hofinga says.
“They include Kelly Corrigan, Ari-
anna Huffington, Susan Freeland,
Christopher Kostow, Norman Lear
and Eric Litwin. This event has
grown into the Bay Area’s premier
literary event, with some 1,000 at-
tendees. I’m proud that we raise
around $500,000 each year for the
National Kidney Foundation, which
does an amazing job in improving

the health and well-being of individ-
uals and families affected by kidney
disease, and increasing the availabil-
ity of all organs for transplantation.”

      
Although one might think with

the amount of work he puts into this
event there would be no time for
other causes, he manages to serve in
a great many ways.

      
For years he has been involved

in the Education Foundation of
Orinda as his four children attended
Orinda schools. “Besides raising
money for schools, I’ve attended
countless sporting events,” he says.
“I think it’s so important to be there
for your kids so I’ve made it a pri-
ority.”  And as an alumni scholar at
UC Berkeley, Hofinga endowed a
$50,000 scholarship so with the
funds generated, two students re-
ceive a $2,000 scholarship each
year.

      
Even in high school, Hofinga

was an outstanding leader, with nine
scholarships and awards noted in his
senior year at John W. North High
School’s award night in Riverside,
Calif. He now serves as a mentor for
high school students. “I introduce
them to opportunities they wouldn’t
otherwise have, helping with chari-
ties, finding jobs, getting their re-
sume in order.  All kids need is an
adult to care, and a lot of kids don’t
have parents that involved so I try to
step in and move them forward,”
Hofinga explains.

     
What motivates him?  “I feel

I’ve been extraordinarily fortu-
nate in my life.  I come from a
family of modest means.  Liter-
ally I came from nothing, earned
the right to go to UC Berkeley,
and have had a successful busi-
ness career,” he says.  With spe-
cialties in Internet services and
computer software sales and sales
management, Hofinga has
worked for IBM, Bank of Amer-
ica, Lotus Development, Oracle,
Salesforce, Microsoft and is now
at Teradata as client director, re-

sponsible for the largest health-
care company in the United
States, Kaiser Permanente.

      
With this success comes respon-

sibility, Hofinga believes.  “I call it
‘pay it forward,’ as I give back to the
community.  I try to focus on what
is important to me – health issues,
underserved communities, the envi-
ronment and children’s activities.”
He has done this in many ways.  

      
When the Orinda Library was

built, Hofinga endowed the Chil-
dren’s Reading Room.  On the board
of the Oakland Zoo, he endowed the
African Lazy River exhibit for the
new Children’s Zoo.  Zoo Director,
Dr. Joel Parrot, says, “Not only does
Tyler give money, he has a lot of en-
ergy and is a great spokesperson for
getting the word out to the commu-
nity as to how great the zoo is.” 

      
Tim O’Keefe, executive director

of Shelter Inc., echoes those senti-
ments. “I know that many other non-
profit organizations, schools, and his
church, Lafayette-Orinda Presbyte-
rian, are direct beneficiaries of
Tyler’s largesse.  He has never
ceased to amaze me not only for his
generosity but also with his tremen-
dous talent. … People like Tyler
make the world a little better for the
rest of us.  It’s been an honor to
know him and call him my friend.”

San Francisco
Author’s Luncheon
Authors Kelly Corrigan,
Arianna Huffington, Susan
Freeland, Christopher Kostow,
Norman Lear and Eric Litwin
will be at the Hilton San
Francisco Union Square to sign
books at the beginning and
end of the San Francisco
Authors Luncheon, which
starts at 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct.
25.  Tickets are $135.  For
information, visit
http://www.kidney.org/offices/
nkf-serving-northern-
california-pacific-northwest.

Halloween Fun in Moraga
Submitted by Judy Michel Shumate

It’s time once again for a local Oc-
tober tradition – the annual Hal-

loween skit in Moraga. This year’s

production, “Spellbound Count
Down,” features such characters as
Hocus Pocus, Cruella De Vil, Captain

Hook, Disco Zombies, inhabitants of
Wonderland and many more sur-
prises. Originally started by siblings
Michelle and Greg Wilson and per-
formed on a front porch by a cast of
two, the Halloween skit continues to
grow in size and creativity, and now
features a dozen performers.  As the
show’s popularity has grown, it has
advanced to the big stage – aptly
dubbed “The Garage.” Actors come
from as far away as Dallas, Texas, and
Los Angeles to participate in the fun.
These friends and neighbors share
their individual talents and humor;
their common bond is a love of laugh-
ter.

      
“Spellbound Count Down” is an

8-minute show that will repeat regu-
larly between 7 and 9 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 31 at 12 Lynwood Place in Mor-
aga. 

Last Halloween’s Moraga garage skit was “Snow White.” Photo provided

Estate Planning
Wills
Living Trusts
Special Needs Trusts 
Irrevocable Trusts
Pet Trusts
Limited Conservatorships

Elder Law
Long Term Care Planning

VA Benefits
Medi-Cal

Social Security

Phone (925) 252-8320 www.SCDLegal.com
1 Northwood Dr, Suite 2, Orinda

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Southworth Chavez & Day-Seiter LLP




